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• Antique Jewellery
• Second-Hand & Modern Jewellery
• Jewellery commissions
• Jewellery Repairs

17Tunsgate, Guildford
Tel: 01483 306600
www.cftm.co.uk

Leading experts in antique and second-hand jewellery for more than 25 years.
In our specialist workshop on site, we can undertake individual commissions and a full repair service.

Hopes riding high as community Chatterbus takes off
A NEW community bus 
service for the Cobham area 
will start in April after a 
contract was agreed.

A community interest 
company has been formed to 
run the Cobham Chatterbus, 
to link Cobham and Oxshott 
with Weybridge and 
Brooklands Retail Park – as 
well as Fetcham and 
Leatherhead at weekends.

County councillor Mary 
Lewis said: “It’s a really good 

new connection across the 
borough. Obviously we’re not 
going to solve the traffic 
problems in Cobham with 
one bus but we see this as a 
start to changing people’s 
patterns of behaviour.”

The 16-seat bus, due to 
start on Tuesday, April 7, will 
run five days a week between 
Oxshott, Stoke D’Abernon, 
Cobham, Downside, Pains-
hill, Brooklands Retail Park 
and Weybridge to get people 

to the job centre in 
Weybridge, shops, commut-
ers to the station and chil-
dren to school, as well as an 
extra link towards Epsom 
Hospital.

The route will include St 
Matthew’s Infant School in 
Downside, St Andrew’s 
Primary School in Cobham 
and the most popular com-
muter trains, and will go 
within a walking distance of 
Cobham Free School.

On Saturdays, the bus will 
not extend to Weybridge but 
will go instead between 
Brooklands and Fetcham and 
Leatherhead every two hours, 
as the 408 bus does not run.

Through Surrey County 
Council’s public transport 
department, the Chatterbus 
procured a bus and driver 
and the contract and cost was 
agreed on Tuesday night.

The project, started by 
Cobham resident Lady Joyce 

Acher, has been worked on 
by 10 councillors and resi-
dents including Oxshott 
councillor Jan Fuller who 
said it was a ‘great team’.

She said: “The communi-
ties of Oxshott and Stoke 
D’Abernon are very poorly 
served by buses and there’s 
an awful lot of people who, 
for one reason or another, 
don’t have access to cars or 
don’t want to drive far.”

Elmbridge Borough 

Council gave £20,000 in CIL 
(community infrastructure 
levy) money, Surrey County 
Council matched that and 
Chelsea Football Club donat-
ed £20,000 to the project. 

Private company Cargill, 
based in Cobham, gave 
£5,000, community groups 
made donations and some 
Surrey county councillors 
have also given some of their 
members’ allocation money.

Cobham High Street is an 

air quality management area 
so it is hoped the bus will 
stop people using their cars 
for short journeys and reduce 
pollution. 

Stephanie Jacometti, foun-
der of Transition Cobham, 
said: “I am very happy that 
it’s finally happening and that 
we can help the people of 
Cobham get around more 
easily and, at the same time, 
make it more sustainable as 
well, because it’s such a busy 

place, the high street. I feel 
that it fulfils many needs 
within Cobham.”

The group now hopes that 
businesses and Brooklands 
Retail Park may want to offer 
incentives such as money off 
on the presentation of a bus 
ticket.

Painshill has already ex-
pressed an interest.

An Elmbridge Borough 
Council spokesman said: 
“Given the limited public 

transport provision in 
Cobham, councillors were 
supportive of the community 
bus project as it connects 
Cobham with other bus net-
works and allows residents to 
access amenities in areas 
such as Weybridge, Walton 
and Kingston with greater 
ease. 

“The scheme has also had 
the support of Surrey County 
Council and local 
businesses.”

School transfers pupils after heating failure
A WEST Molesey school has 
been without central heating 
since the new term started 
last week, with pupils being 
moved elsewhere.

Hurst Park Primary School, 
in Hurst Road, was forced to 
close with heating problems 
on January 6, the first day 
back after the Christmas holi-
days, and was partially 
opened and partially closed 
over the past week as class-
rooms were too cold and 
electrical problems occurred.

Eventually, on Wednesday, 

two year groups were sent by 
bus to Cranmere Primary 
School in Esher instead.

Tina Robinson, a parent at 
the school with a child in 
nursery and another in year 
two, said: “It’s a bit ridicu-
lous. They are giving us very 
short notice and it’s obvious-
ly inconvenient for our chil-
dren’s education.

“It’s been a bad start to the 
new year.”

The problems started when 
the school was forced to shut 
on Tuesday last week and on 

subsequent days the school 
was either partially or wholly 
closed and pupils were, on 
various days, sent home early 
for health and safety reasons 
or asked to wear warm 
clothes.

A leaking water pipe has 
been found under the floor of 
a classroom which is thought 
to be the cause of the issue 
and contractors tried to deal 
with it over the weekend but 
encountered problems with 
the electrical board.

The school had tried to 

operate using electric fires 
but the mains circuits could 
not take the load required 
and the school lost power.

Gas heaters were also tried 
out in classrooms but proved 
‘unsuitable’.

A Surrey County Council 
spokesman said on 
Wednesday: “Reception and 
year one children are cur-
rently being bussed over to 
Cranmere Primary School 
and now only nursery chil-
dren are affected by the leak. 

“We are hoping to sort a 

temporary fix by the end of 
the week, by bypassing the 
leak and this is something we 
are currently looking into.”

Mrs Robinson also criti-
cised a lack of communica-
tion which made things ‘very 
uncertain’, although she add-
ed she thought the school 
was doing its best.

Another parent, who had 
to take her son and a class-
mate to work with her, said: 
“I just feel that there isn’t 
enough being done.

“Usually Hurst Park stays 

open, even through the snow 
days but because the new 
school is being built for 
September, and this one de-
molished come July, maybe 
they just don’t want to spend 
the money to keep the 
plumbers after time. 

“The head teacher told me 
she has been going from 
classroom to classroom 
warming the little ones’ 
hands.”

The anonymous parent 
was so concerned she con-
tacted Surrey County Council 

herself and said after she did 
not get anywhere with the 
authority, she contacted 
Esher and Walton MP 
Dominic Raab.

In a letter to parents, 
headteacher Kim Divey and 
Chris Johnson, chair of the 
governing body, said: “As you 
can appreciate, the well-be-
ing of the children is our first 
priority and closing classes is 
a last resort. We do apologise 
for the inconvenience caused 
to families and thank you for 
your patience and considera-

tion during this testing time.”
The pair were unable to 

give assurances for when the 
heating will be fully repaired 
due to the ‘complexities of 
the issue’ but it was believed 
the school had heating in half 
of the affected area by the 
end of Wednesday.

The school is due to be re-
placed in September by a 
new-build on the vacant site 
of the former John 
Nightingale School in Hurst 
Road, housing 420 pupils 
with 30 nursery places.

Firefighters 
resuscitated 
Irish terrier

A WEST Molesey woman 
whose dog was saved by 
firefighters in a house fire last 
week has spoken of her 
‘shock, horror and disbelief’ 
when told of the blaze.

Joanna Rand, of Hurst 
Road, got the call her house 
was engulfed with flames 
while at work last Thursday.

Making matters worse was 
that Miss Rand’s dog, Molly, 
a five-year-old Irish terrier, 
was in the house at the time.

“All I could think about 
was Molly as it was her fifth 
birthday the next day – it was 
all such a terrible, terrible 
shock,” said Miss Rand, a so-
licitor. I dashed out and drove 
as fast as I could; I couldn’t 
face the fact she might die.”

Crews from Walton and 
Esher fire stations were alert-
ed at around 4pm to the blaze 
and firefighter Will Keenan, 
from Walton fire station, said 
Molly was inside the house as 
flames engulfed the rear liv-
ing room.

He said: “A member of the 
public had tried to go into the 
house to rescue Molly but 
was beaten back by the 
smoke.

“When we arrived me and 
a colleague went in to find 
Molly and bring her out.”

After the rescue, also car-
ried out by firefighter Luke 
Carter, Molly was described 
by Mr Keenan as ‘all floppy 
and not breathing’.

“I gave Molly air from my 
breathing apparatus and she 
started to breathe. She was 
given blankets, first aid and 
oxygen therapy – then we 
rang the vet,” said Mr Keenan, 
who credited the Esher fire-
fighters for their first aid care 
on the dog and the overall 
‘massive team effort’.

Molly was taken to the 
nearby North Surrey 
Veterinary Emergencies, in 

Park Road, for further 
treatment.

Miss Rand was grateful for 
the firefighters’ quick re-
sponse, and said: “Molly is 
fine and that is only down to 
the fact the fire brigade is so 
near.

“The speed with which 
these men came and how 
they looked after Molly; and 
they were also so kind and 
considerate to me.

“I give my most heartfelt 
and grateful thanks to the 
firefighters for their kindness 
and diplomacy throughout – 
there’s nothing more I can 
say really, my thanks to them 
is beyond belief.”

Molly has regular visitors 

throughout the day when 
Miss Rand is at work, includ-
ing neighbours keen to walk 
and look after the popular 
pooch.

The start of the fire remains 
a mystery, although it ap-
pears to have originated from 
a speaker.

“Molly was listening to 
classical music at the time,” 
said Miss Rand. “It wasn’t an 
electrical fault. How can a 
speaker suddenly catch fire? 
It was an accident.”

Mr Keenan said: “When we 
went back inside, the fire had 
broken through the ceiling 
into the upstairs bedroom. 
Fortunately we managed to 
stop it spreading to the roof 
or else it could have affected 
the neighbouring properties.”

According to Mr Keenan 
the house is ‘100% destroyed 
by smoke’ and about 50% fire 
damaged.

“The reason it was so dam-
aged by smoke was because 
all the doors were open,” he 
said.

“So the message is to ‘keep 
doors shut’.”

Miss Rand also had a mes-
sage for the authorities in 
times of austerity.

“This is a densely populat-
ed area and we need to have 

a fire service in close proxim-
ity,” she said.

“They must keep the fire 
stations around here open.”

Despite the quick re-
sponse, Miss Rand and Molly 
lost virtually all of their per-
sonal belongings but, unbe-
knownst to them, a Facebook 
page was set up to help.

“I’m overwhelmed and I’m 
so pleased to be living in an 
area like West Molesey,” said 
Miss Rand.

“I don’t think I’ve ever 
known such generosity of 
spirit – it makes you feel like 
it’s worth living.”

Friend Alison Wheeler ini-
tiated the social media 

campaign, and has also 
praised the ‘phenomenally 
heart-warming and gener-
ous’ response.

“Three different local peo-
ple doing house clearances 
have offered Joanna her 
choice of items,” she said.

“People have come for-
ward with offers of man and 

van, storage in their garage 
for donated items and some 
really lovely clothes, bedding 
and towels. She has been ex-
tremely touched by the level 
of generosity” 

Due to the donations al-
ready received, Miss Rand 
has since confirmed she is 
longer accepting items.

By Tom Smurthwaite 

Joanna Rand and Molly. A fire in Hurst Road last week started in the rear living room and spread to the upstairs 
bedroom. Irish terrier, Molly, was rescued by firefighters.

The fire at Hurst Road is thought to have started from a 
stereo speaker.

A CONTROVERSIAL 
planning application 
for an office block on 
green space in Walton 
has been withdrawn for 
the third time, days 
before it was due to be 
decided.

The application, by 
Walton Charity for land 
it owns in Severn Drive, 
received 85 letters of 
support and 319 of ob-
jection and a petition 
against it received 1,088 
signatures.

The plan to build on 
almost 40% of the land 
– used for dog walking 
and football – had been 
recommended for re-
fusal by an officer and 
was due to be decided 
on Monday.

Charity pulls 
office scheme

POLICE believe two 
fires in Walton on 
January 8 could have 
been linked and started 
deliberately.

Shortly before mid-
night a fire was reported 
in Fieldcommon Lane, 
damaging a tree, and a 
while later a small fire 
was reported behind 
the Choice supermarket 
in Oakbank Avenue, 
where the fire service 
attended and minor 
property damage was 
caused.

Anyone who can help 
the investigation should 
contact PC Carl Aplin 
40308 at Surrey Police 
on 101, quoting refer-
ence 45140104342.

Twin blazes 
could be arson

TWO cars were broken 
into in Weybridge on 
Wednesday night with 
expensive items stolen.

Both cars were 
parked in York Road, 
had their windows 
smashed and items tak-
en, including a laptop, 
between 6pm and 7pm.

Witnesses should call 
the police on 101 and 
quote reference num-
bers 45150003832 or 
45150003845.

Laptop taken 
in break-ins


