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News for Cobham and Esher

In brief

PLANS for a three storey 
block of flats in the centre of 
Esher were given the go 
ahead this week to the dismay 
of its neighbours.

The building, located be-
hind 136-138 in the High 
Street with access from 
Wolsey Road, will be in the 
conservation area and a very 
congested street but council-
lors did not consider any of 
the problems enough to turn 
it down.

Steve Chapman, of Wolsey 
Road, spoke on behalf of nu-
merous residents to Monday’s 
east area planning sub-com-
mittee on three main objec-
tions of conservation issues 

resulting from the building’s 
modern design, parking and 
highway safety, as access will 
be on a tight double bend 
where many children cross to 
go to school.

After the meeting, he said: 
“I was disappointed that it 
went through but there is 
nothing we can do now ex-
cept keep an eye on it as it 
happens. 

“The only point that was 
acknowledged was highway 
safety. I was surprised that 
the conservation and high-
way people had nothing to 
say on it.”

Councillors did not con-
sider parking to be a big issue 

as the plans provide one spe-
cific parking bay per flat and 
there is a pay and display car 
park nearby.

But Mr Chapman said 
parking is already at a premi-
um and residents returning 
from work after 6.30pm often 
have to park several streets 
away despite paying for a 
parking permit so this devel-
opment will exacerbate the 
problem.

He added that the resi-
dents think the design is out 
of keeping because the rest of 
the houses in the road are 
from the mid-1800s and early 
1900s and are semi-detached 
or terraced houses whereas 

the new addition will be a 
three storey building of a 
more modernist design with 
a flat roof and lots of glazing.

Mr Chapman said: “It 
would be perfect in a Grand 
Designs show and perfect in 
the High Street.

“I quite like the design but 
it has got to be taken in con-
text. We do think it is very out 
of keeping.”

Esher Councillor David 
Archer said: “The conserva-
tion officer actually said there 
is an overall improvement for 
the site. I have every sympa-
thy with the objectors. Traffic 
is a nightmare in that area 
and I think it always will be.”

Sohrab Rustomjee, from 
applicants SR Architects, said 
a previous application had 
been rejected due to issues 
with the plans but had no ob-
jectors so it was disappoint-
ing to hear how residents feel 
now.

Although the plans were 
approved and there is noth-
ing else the residents can do, 
they hope to work closely 
with the developers and dis-
cuss their fears.

Cllr Janet Turner said: “I 
do implore whoever builds 
on this to take into considera-
tion the local residents be-
cause it will be very difficult 
for a few months.”

Traffic fears after three storey 
block of flats gets green light

Transport schemes 
approved at meeting

TWO community schemes, 
including a new bus service 
for Cobham, were 
recommended for funding at 
a groundbreaking council 
meeting on Tuesday.

Elmbridge councillors 
gathered to discuss the 
Community Infrastructure 
Levy (CIL), an ever-increas-
ing fund topped up by devel-
opers when they build in the 
borough.

Replacing the Section 106 
agreement, the borough 
adopted the CIL in April 2013 
and is now obliged to pass on 
25% of receipts to spend on 
democratically agreed com-
munity projects.

The current amount for the 
Cobham, Downside, Stoke 
D’Abernon and Oxshott area 
stands at £26,258, with a local 

By Tom Smurthwaite

Cobham Art Group mem-
bers Gail Brooker, left, and 

Rita Mead, below. 

AN ‘informal and 
enthusiastic’ band of artists 
is celebrating a successful 
annual exhibition held in 
Cobham. 

Taking place in the village 

hall in Lushington Drive, the 
Cobham Art Group show-
cased an array of artistic cre-
ations last week. 

Member Barbara Cornish 
was among the exhibitors 

Display a picture of success
Peter Winterborne displays some of the work in the exhibition at Cobham Village Hall.
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and said she was delighted 
with how the event turned 
out. She said: “After a slow 
start it picked up and we had 
a lot of people in.

“It went very well and we 
made a few sales.”

The group was established 
around 55 years ago and the 
members meet fortnightly on 
Monday evenings in the vil-
lage hall. Mrs Cornish went 
on to describe more about 
the organisation.

“Members paint and draw 
in various media, including 
oils, water colours and pas-
tels,” she said.

“And new members, in-
cluding beginners, are always 
welcome and can learn more 
from the chairman David 
Powell.”

Others displaying work at 
the exhibition included Peter 
Winterborne, Gail Brooker 
and Rita Mead.

For more information 
about the Cobham Art Group 
call 01932 864774.

Consultation launched on new village bus service
spending board set the task 
of attributing the money.

Chaired by Councillor 
James Browne and compris-
ing representatives from each 
of the relevant wards, the 
landmark meeting took place 
to review two applications re-
questing a share of CIL 
funding. 

Painshill Park Trust Ltd re-
quires £5,450 for a new buggy 
‘to reduce the physical barri-
ers to accessing the land-
scape’ and the Transition 
Cobham Public Transport 
Group is looking for £20,000 
spread over two years to in-
troduce a community bus 
service linking Cobham to 
the Brooklands Retail Park.

First to speak on the night 
was Michael Gove, chief ex-
ecutive officer of Painshill, 
who detailed the Trust’s 
‘strong education system’.

He said: “Special needs 

groups normally arrive in a 
minibus and we are limited 
as to how we offer access.

“The buggy would open up 
the park to more people.”

Describing the close work 
with the community, Mr 
Gove added that ‘it’s a de-
mand which would meet a 
lot of local needs’.

Painshill confirmed it 
would fully maintain and 
cover the cost of running the 
buggy.

Next up was the Transition 
Group, led by impassioned 
pleas from Sir Gerald and 
Lady Joyce Acher. 

The scheme would provide 
a weekday bus service linking 
Oxshott, Cobham railway sta-
tion, Cobham centre, 
Downside and the 
Brooklands Retail Park. 

“The issue of buses is at a 
crisis point,” said Lady Acher. 

“I think it would be the end 

of public transport in 
Cobham if we don’t address 
it now.”

The increasing traffic is-
sues in Cobham were high-
lighted, with Lady Acher 
stressing the seriousness of 
the current situation.

“Cobham has major social 
issues, like air pollution and 
new research on the ‘Cobham 
cough’ linked to the A3,” she 
said.

“We are suffering from dire 
transport poverty and a lot of 
people say they are leaving 
Cobham because of the 
issue.”

The importance of 
Brooklands was emphasised, 
and the subsequent link that 
would be provided to 
Weybridge, Walton and 
Byfleet.

After hearing the bids 
councillors discussed the 
merits of each proposal, and 

it was agreed that recom-
mending both schemes 
would send ‘a positive mes-
sage to the public’ about the 
CIL fund.

Cobham and Downside 
Cllr Dorothy Mitchell be-
lieves that ‘it will get a lot of 
people thinking’ about mak-
ing applications.

She said: “I do not think 
we should roll the funds over 
to the next year, as many peo-
ple will think that the CIL 
money is not worth applying 
for.”

There is now a four-week 
consultation period within 
the community, and the pub-
lic is invited to submit com-
ments on the two applica-
tions either by writing to 
Elmbridge Borough Council 
at the Civic Centre, Esher, or 
online by visiting the council 
website at www.elmbridge.
gov.uk. 

A CLAYGATE pub is 
holding an Independence 
Day party tonight (Friday) 
with live music, a 
barbecue, a hog roast and 
an outside Havana style 
bar.

The Foley, in Hare 
Lane, will host the 
American themed party 
from 6pm with music 
from The Foley Unknowns 
from 7pm to 9pm.

Celebrating 
independence

A MUM-of-five is planning 
a year of ‘ultra challenges’ 
to raise money for 
Cobham-based charity 
Harrison’s Fund.

Heidi Sedgeman, 52, 
from Chessington, is un-
dertaking a series of half-
marathons, extreme cross 
country races and cycle 
rides.

To support Heidi’s year 
of challenges visit www.
justgiving.com/heidi-
sedgeman.

Challenging 
year for mum

PEPPA Pig and her little 
brother George will be 
meeting their biggest fans 
in The Heart Shopping 
Centre in Walton on 
Saturday July 12.

Run by the Kids’ Club, 
the playful siblings will be 
bringing along a host of 
friends from the farm for 
children to pet.

The event runs from 
10am to 4pm and is free 
to attend, with new mem-
bers receiving an exclu-
sive goody bag.

Pigs put in an 
appearance

TWO schools in Cobham 
have submitted planning 
applications to satisfy the 
needs of their pupils. 

Notre Dame School in 
Convent Lane aims to 
construct a synthetic 
hockey pitch, multi-use 
netball and tennis courts 
with floodlights.

And St Matthew’s CofE 
Infant School in Downside 
Road has applied to build 
a single storey detached 
classroom on the current 
site.

School planning 
applications


