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The cost of developing a
sports hub at Waterside
Drive is rising rapidly, with
almost £700,000 added on to
estimates, but all sports
teams have re-emphasised
their support.

The construction hit a
bump in July, when work to
investigate contamination at
the former landfill site in-
creased the amount needed
for development.

Revised plans were fine-
tuned at a council meeting
on Wednesday, December 3.

The hub, next to the Xcel
Leisure Centre, is to house
Walton and Hersham FC,
pictured right, currently
based at Stompond Lane,
and Walton Casuals FC, Wal-
ton Casuals Juniors FC and
Walton Athletics Club.

Stompond Lane will be
sold to fund the project.

At a cabinet meeting last
month, where the extra
£700,000 needed was con-
firmed, Councillor Chris
Sadler spoke to the cabinet
about a query he made last
year about costs, and said:
“Wind on the clock to a year
now, and we have a rather
different and embarrassing
problem.”

Councillor John O’Reilly
said the hub would be worth
the time and money spent on
it, and said: “I hope that
Chris Sadler and others will
not make this into a squalid,
political party jamboree.”

The four clubs recently
signed a memorandum of
understanding in support of
the development.

Coun O’Reilly said the new
facility would provide a good
resource for a new genera-
tion of sporting stars: “The
sports hub will create mod-
ern sports and spectator
facilities for all the clubs
and will provide excellent

training surfaces for young
athletes and footballers.

"We have recently conduct-
ed ground investigation, and
we can now go forward with
further investigations to en-
sure the historic contamina-
tion on site is properly dealt
with.

“Detailed site surveys in
preparation for the hub have
confirmed there is no imme-
diate risk to public health,
and this development offers
a unique opportunity to deal
with the historic contamina-
tion safely to protect
future genera-
tions.

“Councillors are
considering the way
the new facilities will
be funded and who will
manage them with the
intention that they will
be operational in 2016.

“I am delighted that we
have the active involvement
of the clubs in bringing for-
ward these latest plans.”

Sports hub costs rise

Concerns
on mental
wellbeing

by Ellie Cambridge
ellie.cambridge@london.newsquest.co.uk

SCHOOL AWARD:
Ashley Church of England
Primary School, Walton, was
presented with a bronze
award at the Food for Life
Partnership’s award cere-
mony last week. The school
was among 11 in the London,
south-east and East Anglia
region to have transformed
their food culture by serving
healthy meals while letting
pupils learn to cook, grow
crops and visit farms.

MAN ARRESTED:
A man slumped in his car
was arrested on suspicion of
being drunk in charge of a
vehicle. Members of the pub-
lic were concerned for a man
in West End Lane car park,
Esher, on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 9. Police investigated and
the man was arrested.

CHOIR ON TV:
Esher Church School choir
had a busy weekend, star-
ring on national television.
Pupils from the primary
school performed Christmas
songs at Sandown Park race-
course on Saturday, Decem-
ber 6. The youngsters were
featured prominently on
Channel 4.

RAISING FUNDS:
A community group wants
to make Cobham a healthier,
happier village to live in.
Transition Cobham’s latest
drive is to raise money for
Cobham community gar-
den’s fence. They are hoping
to reach £2,500 by crowd-
funding. Visit transition
cobham.org.uk to donate.

In brief Test ’tache special
The gentlemen of the East
Molesey First XI cricket
team sport a number of
fine moustaches in an
image from 1904.

Sent in by Jon Elworthy,
chairman of the club, the
photograph, right, shows
the well dressed sportsman
of Elmbridge’s past.

Established in 1871, the
club is still a large part of

East Molesey life, playing
host to both the Australia
and New Zealand cricket
teams in warm up matches
during recent tours of
England.

The first recorded leg be-
fore wicket decision took
place in 1795 at Moulsey
Hurst, 500m from the cur-
rent site of the Memorial
Ground.

Young people are becoming
increasingly concerned abo-
ut mental health issues.

A survey conducted in Au-
gust by Surrey Youth Focus
showed more than 70 per
cent of 220 people were wor-
ried about depression, self-
image, self-harming and
exam pressures. Bullying
was seen as a common ori-
gin of these problems.

The most common con-
cern was that young people
did not know where to turn
for help. One comment said:
“There doesn’t seem to be
the right help and advice for
my age group.”

Another said: “Within
surgeries [there] should be a
councillor office open 24/7
for people to just come in
and talk.”

Ideas for solutions includ-
ed a county-wide zero-
tolerance bullying policy, to
use those who have over-
come bullying as role mod-
els and to develop inter-
active programmes on men-
tal health care similar to
those on sexual health.

Cate Newnes-Smith, chief
executive of Surrey Youth
Focus, said: “This report
gives some clear messages
about youg people’s views of
health and social care ser-
vices and we encourage
these views to be listened to
and acted upon.”

Young people aged up to 19
comprise about 25 per cent
of Surrey’s population, with
about 10 per cent experienc-
ing some form of mental
condition.

Back Tilt
to the hilt

Revised plans
The sports hub will include:

 Two third-generation
synthetic turf pitches
 Grass training pitches
 An eight-lane athletics
track to UK Athletics standard
 A combined club house,
covered spectator seating for
more than 500 people
 A children’s playground
 Dog walking tracks

If you think the Tilt is a
special place, the council
would like to hear from
you.

The group of traditional
brick cottages and houses
set along greens are part of
a partnership between the
council and the communi-
ty, and Elmbridge Council
wants to produce a docu-
ment identifying what
needs to be protected.

Councillor Andrew
Kelly, portfolio holder for
regulatory affairs, said:
“One of the council’s top
priorities is a unique,
green and attractive Elm-
bridge and the Tilt is an
area of considerable char-
acter and quality.

“I am pleased to support
his successful project
work undertaken in part-
nership with the local
community.”

Any comments should
be received by Friday,
January 16.

A couple have been using
pedal power
for 16 months
to push them-

selves through

25 countries.
Tim Moss, 32, born and

raised in West Molesey, and
his wife, Laura, 31, left from
the Lion’s Gates of Hampton
Court Palace in August 2013,
and are set to return to the
exact same spot on Sunday,
December 14, to finish their
mammoth trip.

Their journey, in aid of
JDRF diabetes research, took
them across Europe, the Mid-
dle East, south-east Asia, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand,
before crossing the US.

The final miles will be from
Heathrow.

Mr Moss said: “The high-
light of the trip has been the
people we have met.

“Our favourite countries
have probably been Iran,
where we had the most won-
derful welcome, South Korea,
which has the best cycle
lanes in the world, and
Japan, which was just
fascinating.”

Cyclists ride back into
town after global trip

Life cycles: The global challenge took in
the UAE and Thailand Photos: Tim and Laura Moss
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A county councillor has made
history as one half of the first
civil partnership in Surrey to
convert into a marriage.

Councillor Christian
Mahne, 41, Surrey County
Councillor for Weybridge and
St George’s Hill, and his part-
ner Philip Hoare, 33, were the
first couple in the county to
officially tie the knot, by
scheduling their ceremony
for 9.45am on Wednesday.

The pair have been together
since 2006 and formed a civil
partnership in February 2011.

Coun Mahne said: “I’m real-
ly pleased Philip and I have
the opportunity to convert
(the official term – I prefer
‘upgrade’) our civil partner-
ship to a full marriage.

“I’m really proud to be a
councillor in a time and place
that celebrates and embraces
equality.

“People who commit to each

other shouldn’t be treated dif-
ferently on the basis of gen-
der, so [this] is a very
welcome step.

“I’m pleased and grateful
that there is now one type of
union available to all.

“The warm response from
my councillors when the
news was announced was a
joy. I’m pleased we live, and I
serve, in the county of
Surrey.”

The first same-sex mar-
riages in England and Wales
took place on Saturday,
March 29, this year.

The couple’s civil partner-
ship ceremony was an “ex-
travaganza” at the top of the
Gherkin in London, but
Wednesday’s ceremony was a
simpler affair at Weybridge
Register Office, followed by
lunch at home.

Coun Mahne said: “Two
marriages to the same per-
son, without a dissolution in
the middle.

“Burton and Taylor would
be proud.”

The youngest winner of a
national business award has
launched product lines into
supermarket chains.

Julianne Ponan, 25, of
Gainsborough Court,
Walton, became the
owner of Creative
Nature about
two-and-a-half
years ago and
got her super
food products
into Tesco,
Ocado and more.

Ms Ponan said: “I
am completely over-
whelmed and grateful to
have won the Artemis

award; I really am so sur-
prised especially being up
against incredible female
entrepreneurs. There is no

elevator to achieve suc-
cess, you just have to

take the stairs,
that’s why I

have to keep
climbing.”

The National
Natwest Ev-
erywoman

awards were
held on Decem-

ber 3.

Gay pair
ties knot

Entrepreneur’s award

Chance to spend your pennies
In for a penny, out for a
pound could be the final
result for a former public
toilet.

The disused loo could be
yours for about £100,000,
when it goes to auction next
week.

While not what one would
naturally assume an old
lavatory would cost, it is in
an extremely desirable part
of the world, with a quick
link into central London by
train.

Marketed by property auc-
tioneer and consultancy
Allsop as having potential
for redevelopment into a –
thoroughly bleached – new
home; planning permission
pending.

The lavvy is located in
Church Street, Walton, and
near to many desirable
schools that keep the bor-
ough in the top tables.

The building goes to auc-
tion on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 17.

Winner: Julianne Ponan
with her award

by Ellie Cambridge
ellie.cambridge@london.newsquest.co.uk

Married: Christian
and Philip
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