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News for Cobham

In brief

DANGEROUS Dave and 
his puppet sidekick will 
be entertaining young 
audiences in Thames 
Ditton. 

Children will be enter-
tained by the duo at the 
Vera Fletcher Hall in 
Embercourt Road on 
Saturday February 8 at 
2.30pm.

With lots of daft stunts, 
the show has plenty of au-
dience interaction.

For more information 
on Dangerous Dave visit 
www.noisyoyster.co.uk/
dangerousdave. For tick-
ets, call 08448 848832.

Dave danger in 
Thames Ditton

AN art exhibition is under 
way at an Esher gallery. 

The Art Agency in the 
High Street launched its 
exhibition Exposed 
Layers, which will run un-
til Wednesday March 12. 

The featured artists are 
Alison Orchard and Vicky 
Oldfield. For more infor-
mation call The Art 
Agency on 01372 466740.

Gallery hosts  
art exhibition

A FALLEN tree in Esher 
blocked traffic on Friday 
January 31.  The tree, 
which fell in Portsmouth 
Road just past the 
Blackhills junction 
towards Cobham, was 
cleared the following day. 

Tree blocks 
road in Esher

A COMMUNITY group in 
Cobham will focus on social 
media and online presence 
in its next chapter. 

Transition Cobham is cel-
ebrating its first birthday and 
members met on Wednesday 
January 22 to toast their suc-
cess with cake, new ideas and 
memories of projects gone 
by.

Members of Transition 
Cobham, which was 
launched last year by 
Stéphanie Jacometti, are split 
up into different sub-groups, 
typically looking at issues in-
volving sustainability, the en-
vironment and development. 

Now Miss Jacometti said 
the group’s main priority is to 
get a website live as well as 
concentrate on social media 
to attract new members and 
spread the word about what 
they are doing. 

Transition Cobham now 
has around 30 regular mem-
bers and several different 
groups to pick from.

Members can join as many 
groups as they like, including 
a group focusing on a 

campaign to get people 
reusing plastic bags, one 
looking at setting up a 
community garden this year, 
and groups that look at 
footpaths, cycle paths and 
public transport. 

Miss Jacometti said: “Here 
you learn new things and 
meet new people, that’s quite 
a big deal.”

She added: “It is quite nice 
to learn more about where 
you live because I have lived 
here for 18 years but until you 
are involved with a 
community organisation you 
don’t know as much about 
it.”

Focusing on the year 
ahead, Miss Jacometti said 
one of the main projects will 
be the forthcoming 
community garden and the 
group is currently waiting for 
the ‘go-ahead.’

Getting inspiration from 
similar groups across the 
county, Transition Cobham 
paid a visit to Grace and 
Flavour, a community kitchen 
garden in Horsley, to pick up 
some tips. 

Miss Jacometti said: “We 
have nine people in the 
community garden group 
now and they are very excited 

about gardening, being 
outside.”

She added: “We will prob-
ably do what Grace and 
Flavour does which is that 
you have members and they 
work in the garden. 

“The more they work there 
the more of a discount they 
get on the produce.” 

There are plans to crowd-
fund the initial set up, raising 
money for a fence to go 
around the garden.

Last year Transition 
Cobham held events includ-
ing a clothes swap and 
launched initiatives such as  
a sustainability campaign to 
reduce the use of plastic bags 
in Cobham. 

Miss Jacometti said: “This 
is all volunteer run, it is just 
people who are really pas-
sionate about it and want to 
get involved.” 

Jill Newman, from 
Cobham, is part of the plastic 
bag group in Transition 
Cobham. 

She said she was drawn to 
the group as, coming from 
Wales which is already plastic 
bag free, she really noticed 
the difference when she 
moved to England. 

The friendly group meets 

around once a month, she 
said, and comprises a real 
mixture of people. 

“People have different 
strengths, it is a mix of skills 
which is what you need,” she 

said.  Similar Transition 
groups have already been set 
up in places including 

Dorking, Farnham, Ashtead 
and Kingston. To find out 
more visit the group’s 

Facebook page at www.face-
b o o k . c o m / T r a n s i t i o n 
Cobham. 

By Kitty Dann

Making a real difference – group 
aims for a sustainable Cobham

Members of the Transition Cobham group – Stéphanie Jocometti, Jill Newman, Brian Trewby and  Jackie Trewby – at 
their recycling stall at Hollyhedge Parade in Cobham.
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Cllr Rita Palmer with members of the Hampton Court 
Horse Rangers and The Poppy Factory.

A CHEQUE for more than 
£13,000 was presented to the 
Hampton Court Horse 
Rangers last week.

Former Richmond mayor 
Cllr Rita Palmer chose the or-
ganisation as one of her two 
charities during her year in 
office, alongside The Poppy 
Factory because of the assist-
ance both offers to people 
with rehabilitation and 
disabilities.

In total £13,512.28 was 
raised for the rangers during 
the year, after a chance meet-
ing between a veteran ranger 
and Cllr Palmer on a bus 
alerted her to the good cause.

“There’s nothing better 
than to meet someone who’s 
involved,” she said. “I will 
never forget Lorraine Harmes 
– she was the key to opening 
the door to Horse Rangers for 
me.”

Ms Harmes has been a 
member of the Horse Rangers 
Association for 35 years after 
joining the disabled section 
as a teenager.

Alistair Yates, head of 

communications for the 
Horse Rangers Association at 
Hampton Court, said the do-
nation would make a consid-
erable difference to the char-
ity, which celebrates its 60th 
birthday this year.

“It is a wonderful amount 
of money and will mean so 
much to the charity and 
children.

“We will be able to spend 
that money on the children’s 
welfare, but we haven’t de-
cided quite how to spend it 
yet.

“It is particularly poignant 
in our 60th year that we get 
this money coming in and it 
will help plan events for the 
children, which in turn will 
hopefully raise even more.

“It can be difficult to bring 
in donations purely because 
people are not aware of us. 
The mayor said that it was 
easy to choose the Poppy 
Factory because everybody 
knows them - but it was hard-
er for us, because she had to 
keep telling people who we 
were. That’s how it is.”

Bus encounter 
led to £13k 

Rangers boost

A SERVICE to help residents 
with mobility problems has 
been launched by Elmbridge 
Borough Council. 

Volunteers are needed to 
become shopping compan-
ions and offer practical sup-
port by travelling with people 
with reduced mobility on the 
Community Support Service’s 
accessible transport bus.

Once home, volunteers 
will assist in packing away 
the shopping. 

The aim is to pair up the 
same volunteers and shop-
pers each time. 

Councillor Christine 

Elmer, community support 
services social portfolio hold-
er, said: “This scheme is not 
only practical but could be 
the highlight of the week for 
those older people it helps.”

A full induction and train-
ing will be given to residents 
who would like to become 
volunteers. 

The commitment is two-
and-a-half hours per shop-
ping trip and residents can 
volunteer as regularly as they 
like. 

Call 01372 474552 or email 
volunteering@elmbridge.
gov.uk for more information. 

Shopping 
helpers call 

RIDERS are being sought for 
a Surrey charity cycle 
challenge.

The Surrey Ride 100 will 
take place on July 13 and 
riders will have the choice of 
32 mile, 65 mile and 99 mile 
routes around the county, 
setting off from Godalming 
College.

Those cyclists who take 
part will be raising money for 
the health charity Action 
which will fund medical 
research into conditions 
affecting babies and children. 
For information on the event, 
including how to register, 
visit www.action.org.uk/
surrey_100.

Sign up for cycle ride


