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CHRISTMAS AT THE HEART

800 PARKING SPACES / DESIGNER RETAILERS / GREAT RESTAURANTS / GYM & LIBRARY

JO IN OUR CHR ISTMAS CELEBRAT IONS !

CHAR ITY CAKE-OFF
1pm-5pm – SAT 13 TH DEC

CHOIRS , G I FT WRAPP ING
& MUCH MORE

FREE K IDS ’ CLUB WORKSHOP
10am-3pm – SAT 13 TH DEC

THE HEART SHOPPING CENTRE WALTON-ON-THAMES For more information on our
Christmas events please visit us at
heartshopping.co.uk #heartshopping

No: 16220   Price 75p

Horsing around: Harmony and Harley are all smiles by the sweets stall during The Tingle Creek  
Christmas Festival, held at Sandown Park Racecourse on Saturday.

Darren Pepe.
EN146910

Festive race day is spine-Tingling
Sandown Park hosted a fun 
day for the whole family on 
Saturday with its Tingle Creek 
Christmas Festival.

alongside some high 
stakes racing, children were 
entertained with a Robinson 
Crusoe pantomime and 
adults could meet television 
personality Clare Balding and 
horse racing writer alastair 

down at book signings.
Rupert Trevelyan, regional 

director for London Race-
courses, said: “The Tingle 
Creek Christmas Festival is a 
day for all the family and this 
year we opened the gates to  
a festive crowd of racegoers 
who all had a great day out 
enjoying our complimentary 
entertainment and experien-

cing top Grade 1 racing.”
There were also raffles, 

craft stalls, a Santa’s grotto 
and face-painting, as well as 
the chance to arrive in style 
from the train station in a 
horse-drawn carriage.

Esher Church School pu-
pils welcomed families with 
carol singing and were filmed 
on Channel 4 as the opening 

scene to their broadcast of 
the event, while the new 
London Singers performed 
after the racing.

More than 11,000 race-
goers went to the Esher race-
course, 10% more than at the 
same event last year.

n Turn to page six for more 
pictures of Christmas events 
across the borough.

a BUSInESSMan who lived 
in oxshott with his 
millionaire girlfriend, has 
been jailed for 20 years after 
murdering her in a Paris 
hotel room.

Ian Griffin, 45, was sen-
tenced for murdering Kinga 
Legg, who was found dead   
in their £1,000-a-night room 
at the Bristol Hotel in the 
French capital, in May 2009.

Ms Legg, 36, rented a £3 
million executive mansion in 
oxshott with Griffin.

He had been cheating on 
Ms Legg with 34-year-old 
Tracy Baker, who had a child 
with Griffin after he was       
released on bail last year.

Ms Legg’s parents believe 
Griffin was attracted to      
their daughter because of  
her fortune, which she        
had built through a tomato 
export company.

Griffin, who had owned 
tanning salons and a chain of 
gadget stores, was declared 
bankrupt in 2006, although 
he claims to have since re-
built his fortune.

Ms Legg ran her successful 
firm exporting more than 
300m tomatoes a year from 
Poland to major companies 
such as Mcdonald’s, Tesco 
and Carrefour.

20 years’ jail 
for murder in 

Paris hotel
By Amani Hughes

Griffin denied murder, 
claiming he could not re-
member anything of the 
night Ms Legg died. He told 
the court he blacked out       
after arguing with his partner 
at a restaurant earlier in the 
evening when she told him: 
‘You owe me sex’.

He claimed to have woken 
up the next day with no rec-
ollection of what had hap-
pened and found the room in 
a chaotic state before discov-

ering Ms Legg’s body.
He was sentenced at the 

Cour d’assises in Paris last 
Friday after the jury’s verdict 
was read out.

a European arrest warrant 
was issued for Griffin after     
a hotel maid found the bat-
tered body of Polish-born   
Ms Legg in the bathroom of 
the hotel.

Griffin was said to have 
fled Paris in his Porsche 911, 
which was later recovered at 

an address in warrington, 
Cheshire, where he grew up. 
He was arrested several days 
after the warrant was issued, 
in woodland in Macclesfield.

The court heard Ms Legg 
died of internal bleeding   
and was found in the blood-
spattered hotel room with 
multiple injuries and more 
than 100 marks on her body.

Griffin told the Paris court: 
“To think I could do that to 
the girl I loved, that’s killing 
me. I have been through   
every regret, every emotion.

“I would give my life for 
hers tomorrow.”

Presiding judge didier 
Safar said the jury decided 
Griffin should not benefit 
from a law saying a defend-
ant is not liable for his         
acts because of a ‘psychologi-
cal disorder’.

However, they did say his 
level of responsibly was 
‘changed’ by his mental state.

after the sentence, Ms 
Legg’s brother, Marek wolf, 
said: “I need to say it was the 
correct verdict and decision. 
I’m glad that after three   
years the trial is finished, but 
nobody can give me or my 
parents my sister back.”

an inconsolable Ms Baker 
left the court building with-
out commenting, accom-
panied by members of 
Griffin’s family.

Businessman Ian Griffin, 45, was jailed for 20 years by a 
French court for murdering Kinga Legg, who was found 

dead in their Paris hotel room in 2009.

In brief

SURREY Police received 
reports of two burglaries 
in Copse Road, Cobham 
on Tuesday afternoon.

The first offence took 
place between 2.45pm 
and 6.45pm, when a 
UPVC window was forced 
open and a laptop, watch 
and money were taken.

The second burglary 
also involved gaining    
entry through a window, 
and took place between 
2.20pm and 3.50pm.

anyone with informa-
tion should call Surrey 
Police on 101, quoting  
references 45140104015 
or 45140104018.

Two burglaries 
in same road

SEVEnTEEn people from 
Eritrea in africa, suspect-
ed of entering the country 
illegally, were detained at 
the M25 Cobham Services 
on Tuesday evening     
after reports of ‘numerous 
people climbing out the 
side of a lorry’.

Police were called to 
the services – between 
junctions 9 and 10 – at 
7.27pm.

a spokesman for Surrey 
Police said: “Members of 
the public reported seeing 
numerous people climb-
ing out the side of a lorry.

“a total of 17 people 
were detained on suspi-
cion of entering the   
country illegally.

“They were taken into 
various custody centres 
across the county where 
enquiries will be contin-
ued by UK Visas and 
Immigration.”

Migrants caught

a SPECIaLIST fire crew 
from Painshill was called 
out to a Thames ditton 
care home on Monday to 
remove a ring from an 
elderly resident’s finger.

The firefighters attend-
ed Linwood, in Mercer 
Close, at around 6pm     
after reports of an 89-year-
old lady in discomfort. 

Stuart webber, crew 
commander at Painshill, 
said: “She was quite   
poorly and her hand     
was swollen. we used a 
specialist hand-operated 
cutter to remove the ring 
from her finger.”

Firemen called 
to cut off ring

Bikes theft a ‘huge blow’ to children’s charity
Two bikes stolen from a 
charity storage unit were due 
to be auctioned to raise funds 
for a children’s hospice.

Burglars have dealt a   
‘huge blow’ to Shooting Star 
CHaSE after the bikes, worth 
£630, were taken from the 
lock-up. The storage unit,  
near weybridge, displayed 
the organisation’s name on 
the door and temporarily 
housed items donated by 
members of the public and 
Shooting Star CHaSE’S cor-
porate partners, before being 
moved to the charity’s shops 
or being used for other fund-
raising activities.

a Boardman men’s road 
bike, worth £500, and child’s 
Raleigh bike and helmet, 
worth £130, were due to be 
auctioned for the charity.

Shooting Star CHaSE says 
the missing goods’ value 
could pay for four crisis visits 
from a Hospice at Home 
nurse during a medical emer-
gency; the stabilisation of  
two children with worsening 
symptoms; and one memory 
box to help families capture 
precious memories of their 
child who has died.

The bikes were last seen in 
the storage unit, which is no 
longer used by the charity, on 

the afternoon of Tuesday 
november 25, and were no-
ticed missing the following 
afternoon. The burglary was 
then reported to police.

It appeared the back door 
lock at the unit had been 
tampered with and police are 
conducting a full investiga-
tion into the missing items.

david Burland, chief        
executive of the charity, said: 
“I am truly appalled by         
the burglary of the bikes  
from Shooting Star CHaSE’S 
storage unit.

“It’s hard to believe anyone 
could steal, let alone from      
a local children’s hospice 

charity which relies on kind 
donations to keep the service 
running.

“Babies, children and 
young people with life-limit-
ing conditions and their  
families across London and 
Surrey desperately need our 
care and support, particularly 
at this time of year, so it’s a 
huge blow to lose these items 
which would help us raise 
precious funds.”

It costs Shooting Star 
CHaSE £9.5 million a year to 
maintain the current level of 
care for more than 650 chil-
dren and their families.

a spokesman for Surrey 

Police said: “I would appeal 
to anyone who has either 
been offered these bikes for 
sale, especially during the 
lead up to Christmas, or who 
knows of their whereabouts 
to contact officers.

“Similarly, I urge anyone 
with any information to do 
the right thing and contact 
police – any details could 
prove vital in bringing those 
responsible to justice and 
help return these items to 
their rightful owner.”

anyone with information 
can call Surrey Police on    
101, quoting reference 
45140099947.

Pedestrian run over 
by fire engine on call
FIREFIGHTERS helped to 
carry out first aid on a 
pedestrian after he was struck 
by a fire engine responding  
to a 999 call.

The man, aged in his 50s, 
was taken to St George’s 
Hospital in Tooting with       
serious but non-life-threat-
ening injuries following the 
incident just before 7pm on 
Saturday in Portsmouth 
Road, Esher.

a spokesman for Surrey 

Fire & Rescue Service said: 
“one of our fire engines from 
Esher was involved in an     
incident while responding to 
an emergency call.

“Firefighters performed 
first aid at the scene and     
our thoughts are with the 
gentleman and his friends 
and family.”

Portsmouth Road was 
closed for more than three 
hours while an investigation 
was carried out, reopening at 

around 10.30pm.
a spokesman for Surrey 

Police said officers were 
called after receiving reports 
that a ‘fire engine answering 
an emergency call was in col-
lision with a pedestrian’.

officers have appealed for 
anyone who witnessed the 
collision, or the events lead-
ing up to it, to get in touch. 
witnesses can call the collis-
ion investigation unit on 101, 
quoting reference P14349198.

Criticism as hospital loses beds for refurbishment
THE closure of beds at 
walton Community Hospital 
has sparked criticism and 
fears about the health 
service’s ability to cope.

wards at the Rodney Road 
hospital are being refur-
bished after a Care Quality 
Commission (CQC) inspec-
tion in october last year 
found they were ‘in need       
of redecoration’.

oatlands ward has been 
closed since early September 
for redecoration and after 
work is finished there, 
Hersham ward will be tem-
porarily closed.

The CQC report stated     
areas of the wards ‘looked 
grubby and stained’. when 
inspectors returned in 
January, the refurbishment 
programme had not started 

but quotes had been pre-
pared and a start date was  
yet to be confirmed by nHS 
Property Services.

a spokesman for nHS 
Property Services told the 
Surrey Advertiser it had    
been agreed with healthcare 
commissioners and provid-
ers that the refurbishment 
work should begin ‘as soon 
as possible’.

work did not start until  
autumn, with Virgin Care 
confirming the wards would 
be closed one at a time with 
completion early in the      
new year.

Health campaigner Karin 
Peluso said it is ‘utterly          
irresponsible’ to close inpa-
tient beds to refurbish wards 
during winter.

“The system across the 

acute hospital sector has 
been running on black for 
some time and this reduction 
of bed capacity is ludicrous,” 
she said.

“There should be a winter 
pressures plan to escalate 
bed numbers. I am not aware 
the CQC deemed this matter 
as necessary for an immedi-
ate refurbishment at walton 
Community Hospital, so who 

took it upon themselves to 
make this decision and, it  
appears, without consulting 
aSPH [ashford and St    
Peter’s Hospital] and other 
stakeholders?”

She added, more beds 
should have been provided at 
woking or Molesey hospitals 
to relieve pressure at St 
Peter’s from the closures.

a statement released by 

north west Surrey Clinical 
Commissioning Group, ash-
ford and St Peter’s Hospitals 
nHS Foundation Trust and 
Virgin Care Ltd said the clo-
sures were in place to con-
duct ‘crucial refurbishments 
to maintain a comfortable, 
therapeutic and safe environ-
ment for patients’.

It added the trust remains 
‘very busy, with high attend-

ances at a&E’.
Last week the hospital    

announced ‘black status’ two 
days in a week at St Peter’s’ 
a&E department as Sunday 
november 30 saw 318 people 
attending and Tuesday 
december 2, 323. 

The statement added: 
“where onward care arrang-
ements need to be made, 
some patients stay in hospital 

while they are finalised. This 
could include places in resi-
dential or nursing homes, or 
organising community reha-
bilitation support”.

a spokesman for Virgin 
Care, which provides services 
from the hospital, added the 
organisation did not control 
when work takes place, but 
said it had been factored into 
winter planning.


