
MORE than 2,000 years of 
combined volunteer service 
was recognised at an awards 
ceremony staged by 
Elmbridge Borough Council 
on Monday.

The Volunteer Awards rec-
ognise people who donate 
their time to the borough’s 
meals-on-wheels service, 
centres for the community in 
Cobham and Claygate, and 
the relief carer scheme, sup-
porting those suffering from 
dementia.

Councillor Jan Fuller, the 
Mayor of Elmbridge, was 
among the many paying trib-
ute to the volunteers at the 
ceremony, held in the 
Molesey Centre for the 
Community.

The awards were divided 
into six categories, handing 
certificates to those who had 
given five or more years of 
volunteer service; 10 or more; 
15 or more; 20 or more; 25 or 
more; and 30 or more years.

Cllr Fuller said: “We 
couldn’t begin to provide 
the services we do without 
the time of our volunteers.

“They are the lifeblood of 
the borough and our most 
precious resource.”

Around 35 to 40 people 
attended the ceremony, in-
cluding those who had re-
cently retired from 
volunteering.

A borough council 
spokesman said: “We rely 
on all the people who vol-
unteer, or who have recently 
stopped, and all their won-
derful years of service.”

For more information on 
how to become a volunteer, 
visit www.elmbridge.gov.uk. 
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HOLIDAY 
CARAVAN 2015 

Biggest ever holiday caravan show in the south
Fri 25th, Sat 26th & Sun 27th Sept  

- 10am to 5pm daily

Follow the signs to Beaulieu and Holiday Caravan Show.
Come and see the latest and best that the British caravan  
industry has to offer in the magnificent surroundings of  
the Beaulieu Estate in the New Forest. 
Thirteen leading manufacturers will display their  
latest models  
-  Caravan Holiday Homes (‘statics’), Lodges and  

Residential Park Homes 
-  plus many other exhibits (no tourers or motorhomes on show).

Admission £5 per car  
(includes all occupants) 
A separate charge applies for admission to the main Beaulieu complex

in the grounds of Beaulieu Estate  
- over 150 stunning new models on show

www.lawnsandbeaulieushows.com

GORDON’S SCHOOL

SIXTH 
FORM OPEN 

EVENING

To book your place call us on 01276 858084
or email registrar@gordons.surrey.sch.uk

Thursday 8th October 2015, 6pm
Year 12 Day and Residential Boarding 
places available for September 2016.

We warmly invite you to one 
of our Open Mornings.       To 

book your place, please call Jacky or 
Melissa on 01428 686735.  We very 
much look forward to meeting you.

l 75% International Baccalaureate grades at A*-B 
2015 (A-level equivalent)

l choice of A-level or IB

l 95.3% 5+ GCSE grades at A*- C

l wide range of scholarships available

l occasional boarding and flexible day for day pupils

l 100 acres of beautiful parkland

l easy rail links - 3 mins walk, on mainline from 
Waterloo to Portsmouth

email admissions@kesw.org

visit www.kesw.org

OPEN 
mOrNiNgs
Saturday 26 Sept
Thursday 15 Oct
Saturday 21 Nov

9:45am

Co-ed day and boarding school for 11-18 year olds

FREESTYLE CRUISING WITH 
EUROPE’S LEADING CRUISE LINE.^

7-Night Western Mediterranean Cruise From £379pp*

Contact your local travel agent or visit www.ncl.co.uk.
^Norwegian was awarded Europe’s Leading Cruising Line – see www.worldtravelawards.com for details. *Price per person based on 2 sharing an inside stateroom on 
15/11/2015 Norwegian Epic cruise only sailing, subject to availability and change. Full T’s & C’s and Norwegian Booking Conditions apply – see www.ncl.co.uk. Fares 
correct at time of print. ©2015 NCL Corporation LTD. Ship’s Registry: Bahamas and United States of America. 5968.04.08.15

VOTE 
FOR 
US!

ENTER OUR GREAT HOLIDAY PRIZE DRAW - CAST YOUR VOTES

www.britishtravelawards.com

british
travel
awards
2015

Read

BTA Connect
Our free weekly 

round-up of holiday 
news and offers 
from competing 

and award winning 
travel companies 

www.taylorwrightkitchens.co.uk
7 Stainash Parade, Kingston Road, Staines, Middlesex, TW18 1BB. Tel: 01784 463909

DESIGN ■ SUPPLY ■ INSTALL

■ INSPIRATIONAL DESIGN. . .
with expert advice, tips and project
support for the DIY and TRADE

■ QUALITY KITCHENS. . .
expertly installed OR supply only service

■ NEFF APPLIANCES. . .
at better than ‘internet’ prices!

■ DUROPAL Laminate worktops. . .
best prices locally - cut to size & factory
joints - NO joining strips required!

■ GREAT VALUE. . .
Kitchens, Worktops and Appliances

■ QUARTZ & GRANITE worktops. . .
template supply and installed

Air pollution ‘is on the 
brink of being dangerous’

AIR pollution in Cobham and 
other parts of the borough is 
on the brink of dangerous 
levels and is likely to increase 
when a major new excavation 
project gets under way in the 
area. 

Elmbridge Borough Council 
records air quality via roadside 
monitoring units, collating the 
data to ensure dangerous lev-
els are not exceeded.

Taking nitrogen dioxide as 
an example – caused by road 
traffic and other fossil fuel 
combustion processes – the 
European Union ‘safe’ level for 
annual exposure is 40 milli-
grams per cubic metre 
(mpcm). 

Figures released by the 

borough council in May this 
year recorded 42.5 mpcm of 
nitrogen dioxide in Cobham 
High Street for 2014, increas-
ing to 53.1 in Esher High Street 
and 55.6 in Church Street, 
Weybridge.

Residents of Cobham are 
concerned that planned dig-
ging and irrigation work at The 
Drift golf club, in neighbouring 
East Horsley, could exacerbate 
the issue.

A consultation launched by 
Surrey County Council in 
August predicted 8,370 HGV 
trips over a nine-month peri-
od, or 45 per day, to complete 
the extensive remodelling of 
the course.

David Tipping, vice chair-
man of the Cobham 
Conservation and Heritage 
Trust, believes the area should 

‘bang the drum on why we 
should put up with it’.

He said: “We don’t need re-
minding that we live in a part 
of Surrey that suffers from a 
high level of pollution, much 
of which comes from commer-
cial vehicles. 

“There is also the growing 
problem of an increased vol-
ume of lorries thundering 
through our village.  

“Perhaps we need to remind 
the county council that it is a 
issue that affects the residents 
of our community.”  

Retired IT consultant 
Kathryn Nedd, 64, moved to 
Cobham from north Wales due 
to work in 1993. She noted hay 
fever-type symptoms the day 
she arrived.

She said: “I had never suf-
fered from hay fever before but 
while I was renting in Kingston 
I literally had to carry a box of 
tissues around with me when I 
got up in the morning as I 
streamed.

“I bought a house in 
Cobham but the symptoms 
continued – streaming nose, 
itchy eyes and headaches. I 
lost my sense of smell and 
even after more than 20 years I 
have to take a glass of water to 
bed as my nose is permanently 
blocked and I breathe through 
my nose at night.”

Holidays and breaks from 

By Tom Smurthwaite
the area cause the symptoms 
‘to disappear’, Mrs Nedd said, 
although they soon return 
when back home.

“Living close to the A3 and 
M25, with a sky full of aero-
planes – I have always attribut-
ed this condition to the poor 
air quality,” she added.

Mrs Nedd is a member of 
Transition Cobham, a group 
working for a greener and 
more sustainable village. 

Recently, members decided 
to set up an air quality group in 

a bid to find out more about 
the issue.

“In August we met with 
Holly Appleton, the environ-
mental health officer responsi-
ble for Cobham, together with 
her colleague Richard 
McHardy at the borough coun-
cil offices in Esher,” Mrs Nedd 
said.

“We had some interesting 
discussions as to what could 
be done. There are some areas 
Transition Cobham can ex-
plore, such 

as increased planting, to help 
absorb irritants. Silver birch in 
particular was mentioned. 

“Also, encouraging drivers 
to switch off their engines in-
stead of leaving them idling, 
particularly with all the tem-
porary traffic lights around at 
the moment and to promote 
cycling.”

If residents have health 
problems, there is a free air 
pollution warning app which 
covers Elmbridge, available at 
www.airalert.info.

In brief

ELMBRIDGE Borough 
Council is collating offers 
of accommodation for 
refugees from individuals 
and faith and voluntary 
groups which have been 
flooding in over the past 
week.

The council has re-
ceived ‘many generous 
offers of support’ and is 
doing what it can while 
waiting for information 
from the government.

A council spokesman 
said: “While we wait for 
further information from 
the government on who 
will be arriving into the 
UK and when, we are col-
lating offers of accommo-
dation in preparation. 

“Individuals and 
groups offering help 
through food, blankets, 
clothes and financial col-
lections can call the 
British Red Cross’s dedi-
cated phone line on 0800 
1078 727.

“In addition, the gov-
ernment website details 
more information on what 
individuals and groups 
can do to help.”

Support offers 
for refugees

ELMBRIDGE Borough 
Council has been granted 
an order for the removal 
of persons and vehicles 
unlawfully on Hare Lane 
Green, in Esher.

The group of travellers, 
including around 10 vehi-
cles, arrived at the site on 
Saturday, September 5 
and were still present as 
the paper went to print.

The council is now au-
thorised to proceed with 
enforcement action to re-
move the vehicles, their 
occupants and their prop-
erty off the land.

If they remain after be-
ing served with this order, 
bailiffs will be instructed 
to enforce it ‘as soon as 
possible’.

A council spokesman 
said: “A full clear up will 
be arranged and the site 
secured at the earliest 
opportunity.”

Travellers set to 
be removed

COUNCILLORS have voted to 
fund a feasibility study into a 
pedestrian crossing outside 
the new Hurst Park Primary 
School, in West Molesey, amid 
questions over why this was 
not carried out during the 
school’s development.

Up to £5,000 will be spent 
examining the potential of a 
pelican or zebra crossing or a 
pedestrian refuge island out-
side the school in Hurst Road, 
which has moved along the 
road this year and doubled in 
size to become two-form 
entry.

The cause for crossings has 
been strengthened, petitioner 
and West Molesey resident 
Matt Ralph argued, by the ar-
rival of Cobham Free School at 
the old Hurst Park site.

Mr Ralph was ‘pleased’ with 
the funding promised this 
week but said: “I find it confus-
ing that Surrey CC should de-
vise a ‘sustainable’ transport 
plan for Hurst Park without 
any financial means or budget 
allocation with which to fulfil 

their ‘promise’. A promise bro-
ken perhaps?”

At the Elmbridge Local 
Committee meeting on 
Monday, he pointed out that 
the school has now been open 
for a couple of weeks.

“When are we going to see 
the proposals?” he asked. “Do 
you think that with a develop-
ment as big as this the high-
ways should be in place before 
the school opens?”

A Surrey County Council of-
ficer, Frank Offer, replied that 
it depended what conditions 
had been imposed on the 
planning application.

Councillor Nigel Cooper 
also said it ‘worried’ him that 
this was not addressed togeth-
er with the school plan and 
said councillors should ‘make 
sure it doesn’t happen again’.

Councillor Margaret Hicks 
said members had seen a 
graph plotting where the chil-
dren were going to be travel-
ling to the school and did not 
deem it necessary to plan a 
crossing at that point.

Before the potential instal-
lation of a crossing can be de-
cided on, the feasibility study 
must find that it is a reasonable 
and worthwhile project.

Mr Offer said: “Even though 
a feasibility [study] can be car-
ried out at this particular loca-
tion, it may be fraught with is-
sues we are unaware of at this 
point in time.”

Councillor Stuart Selleck 
asked how much a crossing 
outside Grovelands Primary 
School, in Walton, had cost, to 
which Mr Offer replied that it 
had been part of the Terrace 
Road cycle path scheme and 
funded by Councillor Rachael 
Lake, but that it had come to 
about £20,000.

On behalf of Councillor 
Ernest Mallett, absent from the 
meeting, Cllr Selleck said his 
colleague was happy to pro-
vide the funding but also con-
scious it could end up being 
wasted money as there was no 
guarantee the feasibility study 
would have a positive 
outcome.

Zebra crossing 
study to cost £5k

SURREY County Council has 
spent more than £1million on 
printer ink and toner cartridges 
since 2012, figures reveal.

The council has explained 
the high costs on their large 
workforce, but said it is looking 
at ways to reduce costs.

Figures revealed through a 
Freedom of Information re-
quest submitted by Cartride 
People, a supplier of printing 
products, showed that in 

2014/15 the council spent 
£311,055 on ink and toner.

In 2013/14 the figure stood 
at £370,711, which was up 
from £353,474 spent in 
2012/13.

Adding to the high costs, the 
council have been purchasing 
branded products rather than 
cheaper remanufactured op-
tions, which the printing sup-
plier said costs 70 per cent less.

Andrew Davies, spokesman 

for Cartridge People, said 
Surrey County Council could 
have saved nearly £200,000 a 
year.

In response, a spokesman 
for the council said: “We em-
ployee nearly 31,000 people, 
meaning printer costs are al-
ways going to be high. 
However we have been work-
ing to reduce these through 
new contracts and with more 
efficient printers.”

Council’s £1m ink spend

Embridge mayor Jan Fuller 
joined volunteers from 

Cobham and Claygate at 
the award ceremony.   

Grahame Larter
EN155540

Volunteers celebrated at awards ceremony


